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Jaipur: Rajasthan  Chief
Minister Ashok Gehlot on
Wednesday asked the Mines
Department to identify new
mining blocks in the State and
prepare a plan for allotment
through e-auction.  

He said that there is
immense potential for devel-
opment of mining sector in
Rajasthan. 

Gehlot was reviewing the
Mines and Geology
Department through video
conference.  

He directed that a new
mineral policy should be pre-
pared soon for the develop-
ment of the mineral sector in
the State so that there is more
ease in investing and working
in this sector.
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Palamu (Jharkhand): Six peo-
ple in Jharkhand's  Palamu dis-
trict were administered
Covishield vaccine as their sec-
ond  dose against coronavirus on
Wednesday, though they had
received a  shot of Covaxin as the
first, an official said.

This happened because of a
mistake, but the change in the
vaccine will not have any sig-
nificant negative effect on them,
Chief Medical Officer of the dis-
trict, Dr Anil Kumar Singh, said.

"Those six people went to a
community health centre at
Hariharganj to receive their sec-

ond dose of Covaxin. However,
they were given Covishield due
to lapse on the part of the
employees there," Singh said.

They will be under obser-
vation for 24 hours.The six will
have to take the second dose of
Covishield, the official said.

After the mix-up was
noticed, there was a commotion
at the centre and police person-
nel have been deputed at the
spot. Chhatarpur Sub-Divisional
Police Officer Ajay Kumar said
that police and civil officials
reached the spot and brought the
situation under control. PTI  
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The Maharashtra Government on
Wednesday approved a change in

ownership of the company from M/s
GVK Airport Developers Developers
Limited to M/s Adani Airport Holdings
Ltd (AAHL) to develop and operate the
upcoming Navi Mumbai International
Airport (NMIA) in the adjoining Thane-
Raigad region.

At its weekly meeting, the State
Cabinet – presided over by chief minis-
ter Uddhav Thackeray—gave a go ahead
to AAHL to be the new  concessionaire
for the prestigious greenfield airport
being developed as a public-private part-
nership (PPP) project. 

Earlier, the airport was to be devel-
oped by GVK which was running the
Mumbai International Airport Ltd
(MIAL).  However, the MIAL was taken
over last year by AAHL and the same was

approved by the Directorate of Civil
Aviation, Airports Authority of India,
SEBI, CCI and finally the CIDCO, which
is overseeing the mega-project. 

With the state government's approval,
the Gautam Adani-headed AAHL
becomes the biggest private airport oper-
ator running several major airports like
Mumbai, Navi Mumbai (proposed),
Bengaluru, Ahmedabad and Lucknow,
besides three more likely in the near
future. A wholly-owned subsidiary of
Adani Enterprises Ltd. (AEHL), the
AAHL now has a majority stake in the
new airport, with 26 percent belonging
to the AAI. 

Being developed on 1,160 hectares of
land, Mumbai International Airport is
expected to become operational in 2023-
2024. When opened, it will become the
country’s leading airport over the next
decade for both domestic and interna-
tional flights. 
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Bengaluru: Karnataka Chief
Minister B S  Yediyurappa on
Wednesday rolled out initia-
tives to promote digital learn-
ing and bridge the digital divide
in higher education at a cost of
about Rs 195 crore.

The initiatives include dis-
tributing Tablet PCs to 1.55
lakh students amounting to Rs
163 crore; creation of 2,500
smart classrooms at Rs 27.77
crore; and development of a
learning management system
(LMS) at �4.04 crore, an offi-
cial release said.

"The programme is bene-
ficial in moulding the future of
the students. Smart classes will
include projectors, white board,
Android box, UPS and internet
facility which will facilitate
both teaching and learning,"
the Chief Minister was quoted
as saying by his office in a
release.

Despite the impediment
caused by the Covid-19 pan-
demic, he said the govern-
ment has made efforts to sci-
entifically implement the dig-
ital learning programme in

government higher education
institutions thereby bring about
a complete change in the high-
er education sector in the State.

The release quoted Deputy
Chief Minister C N Ashwath
Narayan, who holds Higher
Education portfolio, as saying
that the Tablet PCs would be
given to first-year students of
430 government first grade
colleges, 1st and 2nd year stu-
dents of 87 government poly-
technic colleges, 1st, 2nd, and
3rd year students of 14 engi-
neering colleges. PTI
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New Delhi: Hitting out at the BJP Government in Uttar
Pradesh over the issue of crime against women, Congress
leader Priyanka Gandhi Vadra on Wednesday said that in
"'jungle raj' women's safety is in God's hands".

The Congress general secretary alleged that such crimes
are being committed against women in Uttar Pradesh which
would make "one's soul tremble", but the Government is
"sleeping".

"In Mathura, goons who had been harassing a girl for a
year entered her house and threw her from the terrace. A
girl, troubled over being teased, ended her own life in
Hamirpur," she said in a tweet in Hindi."In jungle raj, the
safety of women is in God's hands," Priyanka Gandhi added.

Her attack on the government came after three men
barged into the house of a 17-year-old girl on Tuesday and
allegedly threw her off the second floor of the building. PTI

Khunti (Jharkhand): A minor
girl and a  young woman were
allegedly raped by four persons at
a place in Khunti district, about
40 km from here, a police officer
said on Wednesday.

Khunti Superintendent of
Police Ashutosh Shekhar told
PTI, raids were on to nab the cul-
prits who were allegedly involved
in the crime. According to the
complaint lodged with the police,
four persons on two bikes abduct-
ed the duo at knifepoint near
Netaji Chowk when they were
returning home after shopping on
Tuesday evening.  PTI
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From Page 1
Supporting the Speaker’s

contention, senior TMC MLA
Tapas Roy said, “Biman has
done the right thing by bring-
ing it to the notice of the Lok
Sabha Speaker so that even he
can see how democratically our
Governor has been working.”

Reacting to the issue
CPI(M) central committee
member Sujan Chakrabarty,
however, held both the sides
guilty of failing to accommo-
date each other. “During our
times also we had a Governor

like Gopal Krishna Gandhi
who was known for his parti-
san ways … still Chief Minister
Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee
accommodated with him and
such peculiar situations were
avoided,” he said.

However Bengal BJP pres-
ident Dilip Ghosh said the
Governor was stopping only
those Bills which are not wor-
thy to be passed. “The TMC is
trying to bulldoze its way with
certain Bills … the Governor is
only exposing the party’s law-
lessness.”

From Page 1
Commenting on the possible

outcome of the meeting, political
analyst Prof Hari Om observed,
“The constituents of the Peoples
Alliance for Gupkar Declaration
have raised the bar too high for
the Prime Minister to concede
anything under the prevailing
circumstances”.

Prof Hari Om said those
who are batting  in support of
restoration of Article 370, which
granted special status to the erst-
while state of Jammu and
Kashmir, will come out of the
meeting empty handed.

Prof Hari Om said, “The
mood of the nation is against any

concession as any U-turn on the
part of New Delhi would be con-
strued as a major concession to
Pakistan. The demands put forth
by the Gupkar Alliance - Article
35A, Article 370, full State status,
reunion of Ladakh with J&K and
special status - are extraordinary
demands.   Pakistan is also par-
roting the same agenda to pin
down India. “None of the five
demands could be conceded by
the PM without the approval of
the Parliament or without amend-
ing the Indian Constitution.
Besides, his Government has to
render the J&K Reorganization
Act, 2019 (Act No. 34 of 2019)
unreal and ineffective and only
the Parliament could do it”, com-
mented Prof Hari Om.

From Page 1
Meanwhile, Rahul continued his one on one

meetings and met Punjab Congress president
Sunil Jakhar, Finance Minister Manpreet Singh
Badal and Rajya Sabha MP Pratap Singh Bajwa
mainly to take a first-hand feedback of the pre-
vailing situation and ground realities in the state
after the infighting escalated.

Downplaying the ongoing crisis in the State
party unit after meeting Rahul, Punjab Pradesh
Congress Committee (PPCC) president Jakhar
said the main issue under consideration is how

to make the party come
together for the next
Assembly elections and
emerge victorious.

From Page 1
He said the SP was targeting 350

of UP’s 403 seats in the crucial elec-
tion that is widely seen as a test of
voters’ pulse ahead of the 2024
national election, when Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s BJP will
seek re-election and a third straight
term in power.

“The BJP is going to lose the
upcoming UP elections... they failed
the people of UP in the biggest test
of their leadership. People were
abandoned by the Government.
The so-called double-engine gov-
ernment - at the Centre and in UP
- is going in different directions,” he

said.
The former Chief Minister

downplayed the “Modi factor” and
its potential impact on the UP
campaign, flagging the infighting
and dissidence against Yogi
Adityanath over the past few
months. Referring to Modi’s close
aide AK Sharma settling for a
party post after much hype about
his UP assignment, Akhilesh
remarked, “ Dilli wale log usko
mantra nahin bana paye , unkp

uttar Pradesh mein vote kaun dega
‘’ (Delhi couldn’t even make him
Minister, who will vote for them )”.
The BJP would defeat the BJP in UP,
he quipped.

Targeting the Yogi Government’s
handling of the Covid crisis in the
State, especially in the second surge,
Akhilesh accused the Government
of hiding the true figures of deaths.
The SP chief also sought to explain
a controversial remark that he made
on “not taking the BJP vaccine”, a
reference to Bharat Biotech’s
Covaxin that was cleared for use
while still in clinical trials.

“I had only refused to take the
vaccine initially because it had not
completed all the trials,” Akhilesh
said to allegations that his comments
added to vaccine hesitancy in
UP. On when he planned to take the
shot, he kept it open-ended and said:
“I have told the UP government that
if it is able to vaccinate all the poor
free of cost by Diwali, I will take the
vaccine.” He dismissed the risks
involved in delaying vaccination.

“I had Covid in April and sci-
entifically, am safe for three months
at least,” he said, asserting that his
father and former Chief Minister
Mulayam Singh Yadav had been vac-
cinated.
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From Page 1
“As on date, out of total attached/

seized assets of �18,170.02 crore under pro-
visions of PMLA, assets worth of �329.67
crore has been confiscated and assets
worth�9, 041.5 crore, representing 40 per
cent  of total loss to the bank have been
handed over to the public sector banks,” it
said.

The quantum of the attached and
seized assets represents 80.45 per cent of
the total bank loss pegged at Rs 22,585.83
crore.

The investigation by the ED has
proved that substantial part of these assets
were held in the names of dummy entities/
trusts/ third persons/ relatives of these
accusedand these entities were proxy of
these accused to hold these assets, it said.

Extradition requests have been sent
against these persons to the UK and
Antigua and Barbuda. The extradition of
Vijay Mallya has been ordered by the
Westminster Magistrates Court and con-
firmed by the UK High Court. Since Vijay
Mallya has been denied permission to file
appeal in the UK Supreme Court, his extra-
dition to India has become final.

The Westminster Magistrates Court
has also ordered the extradition of Nirav

Modi to India. Nirav Modi has been in
London jail for the last two years and three
months on the basis of an extradition
request by India. On Wednesday, the UK
High Court rejected Modi’s appeal against
his extradition approved by the UK Home
Secretary Priti Patel. However, he will get
an opportunity to appeal for an oral hear-
ing within five days. 

Nirav Modi and Vijay Mallya have also
been declared Fugitive Economic
Offenders by the PMLA Court in Mumbai.

The Debt Recovery Tribunal (DRT) on
Wednesday sold shares of United Breweries
Ltd. worth Rs 5,824.50 crore that were ear-
lier attached by the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) under money laundering
charges against fugitive liquor baron Vijay
Mallya’s alleged involvement in bank
fraud, it said.  

Further realisation of Rs 800 crore by
sale of shares is expected by June
25.Recently, it said, the agency had trans-
ferred shares attached by it (worth about
Rs 6,600 crore) to the SBI-led consortium
following an order from the PMLA Special
Court, Mumbai. “Today, DRT on behalf of
SBI-led consortium, has sold shares of
United Breweries Limited for Rs 5824.50
crore,” it said.

From Page 1
However,  Guleria said that right now, the spread of Delta

Plus variant is limited in India and we need to continue to
be cautious. On Tuesday, the Union Health Ministry had
announced that 22 cases of Delta Plus variant have been
detected in India. The cases of Delta Plus have been found
in genome sequenced samples from Ratnagiri and Jalgaon
Districts of Maharashtra; Palakkad and Pathanamthitta
Districts of Kerala; and Bhopal and Shivpuri Districts of
Madhya Pradesh.

Recently, World Health Organisation (WHO) Chief
Scientist Soumya Swaminathan had warned that the Delta
variant is “well on its way” to becoming the dominant vari-
ant globally. However, Dr Rahul Bhargava, Director-Bone
Marrow Transplant Program, Fortis Memorial Research
Institute, Gurgaon, stressed “on knowing the infectivity rate
of Delta plus variant and chances it can evade the fully-immu-
nised person.”  Mask, vaccination and genomic surveillance
are the cornerstone for prevention, he tweeted.

Flagging the concern, Dr Arvinder Singh Soin, chairman,
Medanta Transplant Institute said that the Delta Plus- a vari-
ant of concern, is more transmissible and could even escape
vaccines. “We will continue to learn more about it. For now,
remember that new variant or old, Covid-appropriate
behaviour stays the same,” Soin said in his tweet.

From Page 1
Under the scheme, a dis-

count of 20 per cent will be
given on food items. After the
unlock, the restaurant is again
started offering the discount.

DTH service provider Dish
TV is offering free “one day
worth of entertainment” to its
customers after they upload the
details of their vaccination on
the company website.

A BJP MLA Vishnu Khatri
in Madhya Pradesh has
announced that free mobile
recharge will be done for all the
people in his constituency who
get vaccinated by June 30.
Before Khatri, Sitasharan
Sharma, MLA of Hoshangabad
Assembly, had announced a
reward of Rs 10 lakh for the vil-
lage that achieves 100 per cent
inoculation. In Sitasharan
Sharma’s assembly constituen-

cy, there are 40 villages under
a total of 23 gram panchayats.

The fast food giant
McDonald’s is offering a 20 per
cent discount on meals.
McDonald’s India - North and
East has launched the “We
Care” initiative. It is aimed at
encouraging McDonald’s cus-
tomers to join the fight against
Covid and get themselves vac-
cinated. The initiative,
launched through McDonald’s
mobile app, will offer special
deals, like discounts on burg-
ers, to the customers post their
vaccination. McDonald’s cus-
tomers can avail the limited
time offer by uploading their
vaccination certificate on
McDonald’s mobile app under
the “Got Vaccinated” tab, along
with basic details. Restaurants
and hotels brands have also
recently come up with a special
offer to provide vaccinations to
customers with lucrative offers.

BharatPe is running an
instant cashback offer for its six
million merchant partners, if
they upload their vaccination
certificates on the app.

The Beer Cafe’s offer gives
its consumers a 10 per cent dis-
count on their first jab, and 20
per cent on the second one.

The Chaayos tea chain is
offering tea on the house for
those who have taken their first
jab. boAt has an attractive offer
for those who have received the
Covid vaccine. They can take
advantage of a 25 per cent dis-
count offer on boAt products.
People who avail this offer will
also receive a free mask from
the brand.

Colorbar, a beauty brand
has come up with the
#CBCares initiative to spread
awareness about the Covid
vaccination drive.  One can
become a part of this initiative
by sharing a picture of them-

selves getting vaccinated, for
which they will be get Colorbar
vouchers worth Rs 500.

Jaan Vision, an organisa-
tion in Rajkot district of
Gujarat, is providing free food
to those who get vaccinated. A
car workshop in Mehsana,
Gujarat is forgoing labour
charges on car serving and
offering a 10 per cent dis-
count on car accessories to vac-
cinated individuals.

SoftBank-backed grocer
Grofers a month’s subscription
to its loyalty program, and
home appliances maker Godrej
extended product warranties.
State-run Central Bank of India
Ltd is offering higher interest
on deposits from recipients of
at least one dose.

Recently, Soni community
in Gujarat offered gold nose
pins for women and hand
blenders to men after vaccina-
tion.

From Page 1
His remarks came while

replying to a question during a
discussion on the theme
“Looking towards peace in
Afghanistan after the US-NATO
withdrawal.”

“I see the reason behind
having a dialogue or talks or
reaching out to all parties in
Afghanistan but it is important to
keep in mind that we are in a crit-
ical stage at this time, and I think
if any meeting is going to take
place, it should be for a major or
main reason, which is to encour-
age the parties to solve their dif-
ferences by peaceful means,” al-
Qahtani said.

Recently, External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar made two
stop-overs in Doha during his
visits to Kuwait and Kenya.

In his talks with senior Qatari
leaders in Doha, the issue of

Afghanistan was discussed.
Jaishankar also held talks on the
issue with US Special
Representative for Afghanistan
Reconciliation Zalmay Khalilzad
who was also there in the Qatari
capital. The Government is yet to
react to the Qatari diplomat’s
comments.  Earlier this month,
MEA Spokesperson Arindam
Bagchi said that India is in touch
with various stakeholders in
Afghanistan in pursuance of its
long-term commitment towards
peace, development and recon-
struction of that country.

In what could be a summing
up of the Indian concerns on the
Afghan issue, Foreign Secretary
Harsh Vardhan Shringla had last
week said that the Taliban’s
relentless pursuit of power
through violence has created an
uncertain environment in
Afghanistan and the situation in
the country is “fluid” at this
point in time.
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