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India is determined to protect
its sovereignty and territori-

al integrity against unilateral-
ism and aggression, Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh said
here on Thursday. Sending out
this tough message to China
without naming it, he also said
dialogue is the most favoured
way to resolve differences.

His statement came in the
backdrop of the ongoing ten-
sion at the Line of Actual
Control(LAC)in Eastern
Ladakh for the last six months.
His reaffirmation that India is
a peace loving country but is
ready to make any sacrifice to
defend itself was a day ahead of
the eighth round of Corps
Commander level talks
between the two countries at
the LAC on Friday.

Speaking at the diamond
jubilee celebration webinar of
the National Defence College
(NDC), Rajnath also said India
has fostered close relationships
and partnerships with like-
minded countries to further the
common interests of countries
in the region and beyond like
Australia, Japan and the US.

“Recently, India has been
facing other challenges on its
borders. India is a peace-loving
country. We believe that dif-
ferences should not become
disputes. We attach impor-
tance to the peaceful resolution

of differences through dia-
logue. However, India is deter-
mined to protect its sover-
eignty and territorial integrity
in the face of unilateralism and
aggression, no matter what the
sacrifice,” the minister said.

He also said peace can
only be ensured through “the
ability to deter war,” adding the
country has attempted to build
this deterrence through a judi-
cious combination of capabil-
ity development and an empha-
sis on long term policy of indi-
genisation.

Elaborating upon deter-
rence, Rajnath said “perhaps
the most fundamental lesson
that the roller coaster of the rise
and fall of nations taught us
was that peace cannot neces-
sarily be achieved by a desire
for peace but by the ability to
deter war. Unfortunately, the
mere desire to seek peace, if not
reciprocated by others, does not
necessarily succeed in building
a harmonious environment in
a world beset by conflicting
ideas of security, sovereignty
and national interests.” 

He outlined four broad
principles that are likely to
guide India’s quest for nation-
al security in the future. The
first is the ability to secure
India’s territorial integrity and
sovereignty from external
threats and internal challenges.

Second, the ability to cre-
ate secure and stable condi-
tions that can facilitate India’s
economic growth, thereby, cre-
ating the resources for nation
building and to meet individ-
ual aspirations.

Third, “we remain stead-
fast in the desire to protect our
interests beyond the borders in

areas where our people reside
and our security interests con-
verge. And finally, we also
believe that in a globalised and
interconnected world, a coun-
try’s security interests are inter-
linked by shared and secure
commons,” he said.

On forging ties with vari-
ous countries, Rajnath said
the strategic partnership with
the U.S. was stronger than
ever before. Moreover, the
nation shares traditional and
traditional and deep-rooted
relations with Russia. India has
also forged a very special part-
nership with reliable friends
like France and Israel, he stat-
ed.

Stating that India and
Australia share “common con-
cerns” and “shared values”, the
minister said India-Australia
virtual summit in June 2020
gave a fillip to the already
strong comprehensive strategic
partnership.

Last month, the foreign
ministers of Quad grouping
consisting of India, Australia,
Japan and the US met in Tokyo
and later India invited
Australia for Exercise Malabar
2020.  The four nation exercise
is currently underway in the
Bay of Bengal.

As regards Pakistan,
Rajnath said it continues to
remain adamant in the use of
terrorism as state policy.
“However, we have achieved
substantial success in working
with progressive and like-
minded countries to not only
expose Pakistan’s regressive
policies but also make it
increasingly difficult to con-
tinue with its previous business
as usual approach,” he said.
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Ahead of the last phase of
Assembly elections in

Bihar, former Congress chief
Rahul Gandhi promised on
Thursday that a grand-alliance
Government will create “Naya
Bihar” by bringing in industry,
ensuring employment, waiving
farm loans, reducing electrici-
ty tariff by half, and providing
free education and justice to
girls.

In an appeal to voters of
Bihar, the Gandhi scion tweet-
ed in Hindi, “Get ready, now
the grand-alliance Government
will provide employment to
you, waive loans of farmers,
reduce power bill by half, pro-
vide free education and justice
to girls, will clear obstacles in
the progress of all classes, will
set up trade and industry and
will create Naya (new) Bihar”.

In another tweet,  he
attacked the BJP Government
at the Centre for not provid-
ing employment opportunities
to people, alleging that the job 
crisis in the country is further
deepening and the Modi gov-
ernment is doing nothing to
resolve it.

“Lack of employment is a
national crisis which is further
deepening. The Modi
Government knows only to
make hollow promises, not to

resolve them,” he said citing a
news reports that employ-
ment opportunities have fur-
ther reduced in October.

The former Congress
president also termed the boat
tragedy in Bhagalpur as “very
tragic” and urged Congress
workers to provide all possi-
ble help. “The boat accident in
Bhagalpur is very tragic. My
condolences to the families of
the deceased.  The local
administration is expected to
quickly find and treat the
missing passengers. I appeal to
the Congress workers to do
everything possible to provide
all help possible,” he said in yet
another tweet in Hindi.

A boat carrying nearly 50
people capsized in Bihar’s
Bhagalpur district  on
Thursday, killing a 40-year-old
woman, while seven others
were feared drowned, offi-
cials said. 

Polling in 71 and 94 con-
stituencies, out of the 243
Assembly seats, was held in
the f irst  two phases on
October 28 and November 3
respectively. The remaining 78
seats will go to polls on
November 7 and the counting
of votes will take place on
November 10. 

The Congress is contest-
ing the elections in alliance
with the RJD and Left parties.
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The Central Reserve Police
Force (CRPF) has asked

all its formations to recover
Risk and Hardship Allowance
from personnel who availed
over 30 days of cumulative
leave in a year.

The circular styled as
“Regarding clarification on
Recover y of  Risk and
Hardship Allowance (RHA)
against availed cumulative
leave beyond 30 days in a
year” was sent across the 
formations on October 28.

Earlier, the CRPF head-
quarters had on September 24
issued a clarification articu-
lating that the leave stretching
for more than 30 days will

make a person ineligible for
drawing RHA.

Only when a person avails
leave for more than 30 days at
a time, he/she will not be eli-
gible for RHA for the whole
period, the circular said.

“Leave period of any kind
of less than 30 days may not
be counted for 
deduction of RHA,”, it said,
adding, “Take action accord-
ingly.”

Officials said the rule will
be applicable to all the Central
paramilitary forces like the
Border Security Force (BSF),
Central Industrial Security
Force (CISF), Indo-Tibetan
Border Police (ITBP) and
Sashastra Seema Bal (SSB)
among others.
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With 5,786 incidents on
November 4, the share of

stubble burning in Delhi-NCR
pollution rose to 42 per cent on
Thursday, the maximum so far
this season.

The satellite images
showed 4,965 stubble burning
incidents in Punjab, 132 in
Haryana, 144 in UP and 585 in
Madhya Pradesh on November
4 that was highest in this sea-
son. NASA’s satellite imagery
showed a large, dense cluster of
fire dots covering Punjab and
parts of Haryana and Uttar
Pradesh.  Of the 119 cities, 18
mostly from north India have
recorded the worst level of air
quality.

The average 24-hour AQI at
4 pm on Thursday was 464 in
Ghaziabad, 464 in Baghpat, 453
in Meerut, 452 in Bahadurgarh,
457 in Greater Noida, 450 in
Noida, 443 in Gurgaon, 439 in
Muzzaffarnagar, 434 in
Dharuhera, 442 in Hapur, 427 in
Jind, 422 in Kaithal,  and 416 in
Faridabad.

It was 389 in Ghaziabad, 368
in Greater Noida, 345 in Noida,
331 in Faridabad and 290 in
Gurgaon,  on Wednesday.

Unfavourable weather con-
ditions involving a sudden
change in wind pattern con-
tributed to a deterioration in
Delhi’s air quality on Thursday.
According to Head of India
Meteorological Department’s
Regional Forecasting Centre,
Kuldeep Srivastava, “There is a
layer of pollutant in the atmos-
phere from the smoke emanat-
ing from the stubble burning and
local sources. There will be no
respite for the next two-three
days (till Sunday).” Experts said
raging farm fires and a fall in the
wind speed and temperatures
pushed air quality in Delhi-
NCR to the worst levels in
around a year on Thursday.

According to the Ministry of

Agriculture, a total 50220 burn-
ing events were detected between
Oct 1 and Nov 4. Of them, 45070
were in Punjab, 3600 in Haryana
and 1550 in UP. On Wednesday,
stubble burning had contributed
only five per cent to Delhi’s pol-
lution, 10 per cent on Tuesday
and 16 percent on Monday and
40 per cent a day before. Last
year, the farm fire contribution
to Delhi’s pollution had peaked
to 44 per cent on November 1.

PM10 levels in Delhi-NCR
stood at 561 microgram per
cubic metre (μg/m3) at 10 am —
the highest since November 15
last year, when it was 637 μg/m3,
according to CPCB data. PM10
levels below 100 μg/m3 are con-
sidered safe in India. PM10 is
particulate matter with a diam-
eter of 10 micrometers and is
inhalable. These particles include
dust, pollen and mold spores.
The levels of PM2.5 – finer par-
ticles which can even enter the
bloodstream – were 347 μg/m3
at 12 noon. PM2.5 levels up to
60 μg/m3 are considered safe. 

All the 36 monitoring sta-
tions recorded the air quality in
the ‘’severe’’ category. The
neighbouring cities of
Faridabad, Ghaziabad, Greater
Noida, Gurugram and Noida
also recorded ‘’severe’’ levels of
air pollution.

An AQI between zero and
50 is considered “good”, 51 and
100 “satisfactory”, 101 and 200
“moderate”, 201 and 300 “poor”,
301 and 400 “very poor”, and
401 and 500 “severe”.
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Even as strategies are being
worked out towards the

preparation of Covid-19 vac-
cine, with the shots expected
to be available early next year,
the Central Government has
asked all the States to submit
the list of health workers —
doctors, MBBS students, nurs-
es, paramedic staff and ASHA
workers – in the Government
and private sector who have
been identified as the priori-
ty group to get the first doses.

In a letter to all the State
Governments, Union Health
Secretary Rajesh Bhushan said
that the Centre is in the
process of preparing a data-
base of healthcare workers
who may be prioritized for
receiving the Covid-19 vac-
cine once it is available.

Asking the State

Governments to undertake
the task of listing the health-
care on priority, Bhushan said
that  “you are requested to
direct all facility lncharge i.e.
both Government and private
to submit the data with imme-
diate effect.  lf required, addi-
tional staff may also be
engaged using the funds avail-
able under the Emergency
Response COVID- l 9 pack-
age. Please ensure complete-
ness, quality and  authentica-
tion of the healthcare workers
data.”

The data will be com-
piled at the District level only.
“After receiving the complet-
ed datasets from the facilities,
the Districts will upload the
templates on Covid:19
Vaccination Beneficiar y
Management System
(CVBMS), for which guide-
lines will be shared later,” said
the health secretary.

After the data is shared,
the central government will
supply free doses of the vac-
cine to the state governments
as per their need.

According to the
Government, the health work-
ers would get shots in the first

phase followed by aged people
with co-morbidities.

“Doctors, nurses, para-
medical staff, technicians,
pharmacists, ward assistants,
scientists and research staff,
students of medical, dental,
Ayush and nursing courses,
supporting staff including
dieticians, bio medical waste
staff, sanitation workers,
ambulance drivers and cleri-
cal and administrative staff are
among those will get the vac-
cine once it is ready,” said an
official from the Ministry.

The Indian Medical
Association (IMA) had last
month said that over 500 doc-
tors in the country have died
due to Covid-19, even as it
criticised the Centre for
“washing its hands” of respon-
sibility by admitting that it
does not maintain a database
of health workers who have
succumbed to the viral infec-
tion.

The IMA had slammed
the Centre after it said in par-
liament that the Union Health
Ministry does not maintain
data about the number of
healthcare staff who died from
Covid-19.
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Responding to the call of the
Government, India Inc on

Thursday pledged to work to
combat climate change and build
sustainable economies, thereby
helping the country achieve its
targets under the Paris
Agreement.

CEOs of companies like
Reliance Industries Ltd, Tech
Mahindra, Dalmia Cement,
Ambuja Cement, Dr Reddy’s,
Sun Pharma and Adani
Transmission, among others,
held a virtual discussion with
Union Environment Minister
Prakash Javadekar at the India
CEO Forum on Climate Change
who had exhorted them to work
for helping India achieve climate
change targets.

Following the discussion,
they issued a ‘Declaration of
Private Sector on Climate
Change’, pledging to take neces-
sary action to help India achieve
its targets under the Paris
Agreement.

The declaration stressed that
“a coordinated response by the

government and private sector
on climate change that protects
the country’s interests and
ensures that India is on track
towards meeting its climate
change obligations under the
Paris Agreement is the need of
the hour”.

The companies recognised
that India is committed to com-
bating climate change and has
demonstrated exemplary lead-
ership in addressing the chal-
lenge.

India is party to the United
Nations Framework Convention
on Climate Change (UNFC-
CC). The objective of the con-
vention is to achieve stabilisation
of GHG concentrations in the
atmosphere that would prevent
dangerous anthropogenic inter-
ference with the climate system,
it noted.

The goals are reduction in
emissions’ intensity of GDP by
33-35 per cent by 2030 from the
2005 level, achieving about 40
per cent cumulative electric
power installed capacity from
non-fossil fuel-based energy
resources by 2030, and creating

an additional carbon sink of 2.5-
3 billion tonnes of carbon diox-
ide equivalent through addi-
tional forest and tree cover by
2030.

Addressing the India CEO
Forum on Climate Change,
Javadekar had requested the
companies to provide their inter-
nal roadmaps and targets on a
yearly basis to the Environment
Ministry and participate in
achieving targets set under the
Paris Agreement on Climate
Change.

“I appeal and I’m sure fac-
tories are reducing emissions and
bringing more greenery in cam-
puses. Using new technologies to
save water and (increase) ener-
gy efficiency is also a concern
which you are taking care of. You
(CEOs) are the captains. This is
a CEOs’ forum. You will give
shape to India’s actions,” he said.
About the importance of com-
bating climate change, Javadekar
said India was doing well
towards achieving its nationally
determined contributions
(NDCs) under the Paris
Agreement.
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Earthen lamps (Diya) made
by potters in the remote

parts of Jaisalmer and
Hanumangarh districts in
Rajasthan are reaching every
corner of the country, thanks to
Khadi India’s e-portal .

Khadi and Village
Industries Commission
(KVIC), this year, for the first
time, decided to sell diyas to
online and through stores to
become foot soldiers of the
Prime minister’s vision of
Vocal for Local. 

The KVIC launched an
online sale of Diyas on October
8, and in less than a month,
nearly 10,000 diyas have
already been sold online. Huge
demand for Khadi’s clay diyas
was seen from the very first
day of its launch and In less
than 10 days, a majority of
designer diyas were complete-
ly sold out.

Following this, KVIC
launched new sets of designer
diyas that are also in huge
demand. The sale of diyas is
further rising with Diwali
inching closer.

KVIC has launched 8 types
of designer diyas that are
priced nominally between Rs
84 and Rs 108 for a set of 12
pieces. KVIC is also offering a
discount of 10% on these diyas.
KVIC potters have expressed
happiness that they are earn-
ing Rs 2 to Rs 3 on sale of every

diya. Khadi’s designer diyas are
available at www.khadiin-
dia.gov.in. 

The KVIC is also selling
diyas and other clay items
such as Laxmi-Ganesh idols
and other decoratives through
its outlets in Delhi and other
cities. These idols are being
made by potters in Varanasi,
Rajasthan, Haryana and other
states and are fetching good
income for the potters. Diyas,
on the other hand, is being
procured from KVIC units in
Pokharan in Jaisalmer and
Rawatsar in Hanumangarh
district in Rajasthan. Over
10,000 diyas have also been
sold through various Khadi
outlets.

KVIC Chairman  Vinai
Kumar Saxena said the online
sale of clay items isa unique
way to truly  empower potters.
“ Potters in a  particular region
would only sell their items
locally but with the pan-India
reach of Khadi’s e-portal, these
products are being sold in
every part of the country.
Through KVIC e-portal, diyas
made in Rajasthan are being
purchased in remote states
like Arunachal Pradesh, J&K,
Kerala,Assam, Maharashtra,
Andaman & Nicobar Islands.
This has prompted an increase
in production and higher
income of the potters,” Saxena
said. “

Notably, KVIC has trained
these potters and provided
them with electric potter
wheels and other equipment
under Kumhar Sashaktikaran
Yojana that has increased their
production and income by up
to 5 times.
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The Ministry of Civil
Aviation on Thursday said

that the cap on the number of
domestic flights that Indian air-
lines are permitted to operate
would be increased to 70-75
per cent of their pre-COVID
levels as the passenger traffic
surges. The ministry had ear-
lier stated that the Indian air-
lines can operate maximum 60
per cent of their pre-COVID

domestic passenger flights till
February 24 next year due to
the prevailing coronavirus sit-
uation.

In a press release on
Thursday, the ministry said,
“MOCA is monitoring traffic
everyday, and it is expected that
the traffic would further pick-
up because of the festival sea-
son and as passenger traffic
increases, the upper cap would
be revised to 70-75 per cent of
normal capacity in the coming
days.” 
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During the corona period,
the Government made a

lot of promises to 63,000
migrant laborers who returned
home after losing their jobs, but
nothing happened at the
ground level. Neither they get
help from the government nor
employment. 

After waiting for several
months, the migrants decided

to return. So far, more than 90
percent of the workers have
returned to the old locations.
Those who are left are unem-
ployed.

The Prime Minister has
announced a lockdown on 25
March to prevent the spread of
Coronavirus infection which
stopped businesses. People
working in other cities and
states returned to their 
homes.  
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Aligarh: Aligarh Muslim
University alumnus Sharjil
Usmani, who was active in the
anti-CAA-NRC movement and
Zayed Sherwani, the student
leader of AMU, has been
expelled from the district. 
This order has been issued
from the court of ADM City.
Apart from these, 17 others
were expelled out from the dis-
trict.

The order has been issued

to expelled out 19 people from
the district including AMU
alumnus Sharjil Usmani, resi-
dent of 460 Housing
Development Colony,
Azamgarh, Hall Address - RM
Hall, AMU, accused in the
case of an attack on MLA
grandson Ajay Singh and
Former cabinet member of
AMU Zayed Sherwani, resident
of Gali-4 Alambagh, Civil
Lines.  PNS
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Raid by Enforcement Directorate officials
in the residence of Bineesh Kodiyeri,

son of CPI(M) State secretary Kodiyeri
Balakrishnan, led to a stand off between the
ED officials and officers of the Kerala Police
on Thursday.

The sleuths of the ED had launched a
simultaneous raid in the residence and
business premises of Bineesh since
Wednesday morning. The raid in the house
of the CPI(M)’s younger son continued till
11 am on Thursday in the presence of his
wife and mother-in -law.

According to Renitta, wife of Bineesh,
the ED team wanted her to sign on a state-
ment in which it was mentioned that the
latter seized the credit card belonging to
Anoop Mohammed from the residence.
Mohammed has been arrested earlier by
the Narcotics Control Board on charges of
drug trafficking and money laundering. He
had told the ED about his business deal-
ings with Bineesh Kodiyeri and this led the
investigating agency to arrest the son of the
Marxist leader.

There was a stand off between the
members of the Kodiyeri family and  the
ED team once the latter finished the raid
operations. “We were harassed and assault-
ed by the ED officials. Both our children

were threatened by them,” alleged Renitta
while speaking to reporters who had
assembled in large numbers. A team of
Kerala Police too had a face off with the
central agency as the former blocked the
vehicles of the ED while they were com-
ing out of the palatial house. The cops want-
ed to inspect the vehicles of the ED and this
led to tense moments.

A team of senior officials from the
office of the Child Welfare Commission too
reached the spot on hearing the news that
the grandchildren of the party secretary
were threatened by the ED officials.  

The Kerala Police had demanded an
explanation from the ED for the charges
made by the father-in-law of Bineesh
Kodiyeri that his wife, daughter and
grandchildren were harassed by the cen-
tral agency even while the raid was under
progress. The Police tem had asked the ED
officials to explain why they raided the res-
idence and asked them to furnish the details
of the members in the team. Thursday’s
developments assume significance in the
backdrop of chief minister Pinarayi
Vijayan’s warning to the central probe agen-
cies not to meddle with the development
works in Kerala and Wednesday’s decision
by the CPI(M) led government to withdraw
its permission to CBI to investigate any
future cases in the State.

CHENNAI: Tamil Nadu BJP’s
efforts to cash in on the reli-
gious fervour of the Hindus by
staging a Vel Yatra (journey
with spear) across the State
from Friday came to a nought
as the AIADMK Government
denied permission for the same
siting the possibility of a second
wave of Covid-19 attack.

Vijay Narayan,  advocate
general, told the Madras High
Court on Thursday that the
request for Vel Yatra submitted
by the BJP leaders were thor-
oughly examined by the gov-
ernment and it was decided not
to grant permission in view of
the covid-19 pandemic in the

State.
The AG also told that the

government’s decision was also
after considering the threat to
law and order situation arising
from the Yatra.

He said that the BJP lead-
ership would soon be commu-
nicated about the decision. He
was replying to the plea made
before the first bench com-
prising of Chief Justice AP
Sahi and Senthilkumar
Ramamoorthy by two
Dravidian activists.

Narayanan Thiruppathi,
BJP spokesman said that the
decision of the Tamil Nadu
Government was shocking and

it has pained the Lord’s devo-
tees. But he ruled out the pos-
sibilities of the BJP-AIADMK
alliance coming under any
strain because of the decision.
“That’s another issue and we
will cross the bridge when the
time comes,” he said.

The Vel Yatra has been
planned by the BJP as a prelude
to its 2021 assembly election
campaign. Vel (spear) is the
holy weapon carried by Lord
Murugan, the popular god of
Tamil Nadu. Interestingly, even
DMK leaders spot the image of
Vel on the rear side windshield
of their cars as it is believed to
be a good omen.

Vel and Lord Muruga were
in the news recently when a
group of Dravidian politicians
campaigned against Skanda
Shasti Kavacham, a popular
hymn in praise of Lord
Muruga.

The Dravidian activists
made a parody on the lines of
Shasti Kavacham, termed it
Aabhasa Puranam (obscene
epic)  and aired it through
social media. 

This resulted in the devo-
tees of the Lord across Tamil
Nadu coming out of their res-
idences and rendering the
hymn a la Gandhian style in
the month of July. PNS
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In a virtual ban on the burst-
ing of firecrackers during

the forthcoming Diwali, the
Maharashtra Government on
Thursday appealed to the peo-
ple across the State to celebrate
firecracker-free festival of lights
to prevent Covid-19 patients
from being exposed to air pol-
lution caused by firecrackers.

Hours after Maharashtra
Health Minister Rajesh Tope
exhorted the people to refrain
from bursting firecrackers, the
State Government came out
with a set of guidelines for the
Diwali celebrations this year.

Among other things, the
state government appealed to
the people to celebrate this
year’s Diwali in a simple man-
ner and not to burst firecrack-
ers as the smoke from it would
contribute to air pollution
which would add to the respi-
ratory problems of the Covid-
19 patients in the state.  It also
urged the people to wear masks
and maintain social distancing

and avoid crowds during the
festival. It also asked the chil-
dren and senior citizens  to
refrain from stepping out of
their homes during Diwali. 

The State government also
appealed to the people not to
organise social events or early
morning sessions during the
festival. If they want to organ-
ise events during the Diwali fes-
tival, the people could do so
online on social media plat-
forms like Facebook and Cable
networks.

“In place of social events,
the people can organise blood
donation and health camps
during the festival. They can
also organise programmes to
create awareness among epi-
demics like Dengue and
Malaria.

Earlier in the afternoon,
talking to media persons, the
State Health Minister said that
he would personally request
chief minister Uddhav
Thackeray to ban bursting of
firecrackers.

Tope, who reviewed the

pandemic situation at a meet-
ing of Covid-19 State Task
Force and Death Audit
Committee, appealed to the
people to maintain social dis-
tancing and wear masks during
the festival.

“Though the Covid-19 sit-
uation is very much under
control, we will increase the
number of tests and increase
fever surveillance among the
people during the coming
days,” Tope said.           

Meanwhile, the
Brihanmumbai Municipal
Corporation announced that it
would ban the busting or light-
ing of all fire-crackers at pub-
lic places during the upcoming
Diwali festival. 

Additional Municipal
Commissioner Suresh Kakani
said that any violators would be
penalized and the SOPs in this
regard would be issued short-
ly. “We have proposed the ban
on bursting of firecrackers in
view of the ongoing Covid-19
pandemic and the early onset
of the winter,” Kakani said. 
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People’s Democratic Party (PDP)
Chief and former Chief Minister

Mehbooba Mufti was greeted with
black flags during her maiden visit to
Jammu  after the Abrogation of
Article 370 and 35-A on Thursday.

The security personnel deployed
outside the exit gate of the airport
premises stopped traffic for some time
to allow her cavalcade to move
smoothly without facing any road
block.

Displaying black flags  and plac-
ards, activists of Bajrang Dal and Shiv
Sena shouted slogans 'Go back
Mehbooba'.  She had earlier provoked
strong reactions in Jammu by
announcing that she will not uphold
the Tricolor till the time the state flag
is restored.  

Mehbooba later chaired a meet-
ing with the PDP leaders from dif-
ferent parts of Jammu division at the
state Guest house.  She gathered
feedback from them about the pre-
vailing political scenario and hard-
ships faced by the people across
Jammu region. Three senior PDP
leaders from Jammu who recently quit

the party stayed away from the meet-
ing.

Emerging out of the meeting for-
mer PDP MLC Surinder Choudhary
told reporters, “PDP Chief  took
stock of the political situation and also
interacted with PDP leaders from dif-
ferent areas of Jammu division during
her maiden visit to Jammu”. 

He said the political affairs com-
mittee of the party will hold a sepa-
rate meeting to take a final call over
the issue of participating in the
District Development council polls
beginning November 28.

During her brief stay in Jammu,
Mehbooba Mufti  is scheduled to
attend a meeting of the Peoples
Alliance for Gupka Declaration in
Jammu on November 7. Member
Parliament from Srinagar and
National Conference Chief Dr Farooq
Abdullah and Omar Abdullah are also
reaching Jammu on Friday to address
a workers meeting.  
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Maharashtra crossed a grim
milestone of 17 lakh

Covid-19 infections on
Thursday, as 5,246 people test-
ed positive for the pandemic,
while the state – with an addi-
tional 139 fatalities arising out
of a reconciliation process --
witnessed 256 consolidated
deaths during the day.

That the infections have
been under control could be
evidenced from the fact that the
infected cases remained below
6000 mark for the sixth con-
secutive day.  With 5246 fresh
infections, the total number of
infected cases jumped from
16,98,198 to 17,03,444.

Similarly, with 117 fresh
deaths reported on Thursday
and 139 additional deaths aris-
ing out of reconciliation, the
Covid-19 toll rose from 44,548
to 44,804.  “Owing to the death
reconciliation process, there is
an increase of 139 fatalities in
the cumulative deaths of cer-
tain districts and corporations.
As a result, the total number of
deaths recorded today has gone
up to 256,” a state health offi-
cial said.    

As 11,277 more people
were discharged from various
hospitals the number of people
discharged from the hospitals
after full recovery since the sec-
ond week of March this year
went up to 15,51,282. The
recovery rate in the state rose
from 90.68 per cent to 91.07
per cent.

Of the 256 deaths (includ-
ing the 139 old
fatalities)recorded on
Thursday, Sangli district in
western Maharashtra topped

the list with 51 deaths, 43
deaths in Solapur, 41 in
Kolhapur, 26 in Nanded, 25 in
Mumbai, 18 in Thane and 12
deaths in Pune.

In the lower range, there
were nine deaths in Beed, 5 in
Nashik, 4 each in Ahmednagar
and Satara, 3 each in Palghar
and Aurangabad, 2 each in
Buldhana, Nagpur and
Chandrapur and one death
each in Dhule, Jalgaon, Jalna,
Parbhani, Latur and
Osmanabad. 

With 25 deaths, the Covid-
19 toll rose from 10,352 to
10,377, while the infected case
went up by 841 to trigger a
jump in the total infections in
the metropolis from 260,840 to
261,681.  

Meanwhile, the number of
“active cases” in the state
dropped from 1,12,912 to
1,06,519 . The fatality rate in
the state stood at 2.63 per
cent. Currently, 12,52,758 peo-
ple are in home quarantine
while 12,003 people are in
institutional quarantine.

Pune district, which con-
tinued to be the worst-affected
city-district in Maharashtra,
saw the total number of cases
increase from 3,36,430 to
3,36,982 while the total num-
ber of deaths in Pune increased
from 6978 to 6990.

Thane district remained
in the third spot --after Pune
and Mumbai – after the total
number of infections rose from
2,25,470 to 2,26,109, while the
pandemic toll climbed from
5219 to 5237. Meanwhile, out
of 92,50,254 samples sent to
laboratories, 17,03,444 have
tested positive (18.42 per cent)
for COVID-19 until Thursday.
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Kohima: Nagaland for the ninth
consecutive  Day reported more
Covid recoveries than fresh
cases as 144 patients recuperat-
ed while 57 new infections
pushed the tally to 9,264, a
health department official said
on Thursday.

The recovery rate has gone
up to 87.17 per cent as 8,078
patients have recovered from the
infection, the official said.

“57 positive cases of Covid
detected today  Kohima 28,

Dimapur 26, and one each in
Mon, Peren and Mokokchung
districts. Also, 144 positives have
recovered  Dimapur 72, Kohima
58, Mon 6, Peren 5 and
Zunheboto 3,” said Minister for
Health and Family Welfare, S
Pangnyu Phom in a tweet.

Nagaland now has 1,055
active cases, which is 11.39 per
cent of the caseload, said
Director of Health Department,
Dr Denis Hangsing in the daily
Covid bulletin.

Lucknow: The COVID-19
death toll in Uttar Pradesh
reached 7,131 after 28 more
people succumbed to the dis-
ease, while 1,879 fresh cases
pushed the tally to 4,91,354,
Principal Secretary, Medical
and Health, Alok Kumar said
on Thursday.

There are 23,150 active
cases in the state, of which
10,303 are in home isolation, he
said. A total of 4,61,073 people
have recuperated from the
infection so far and the state's
recovery rate stands at 92 per
cent. PTI
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Srinagar: Jammu & Kashmir on
Thursday recorded 524 fresh
Covid-19 cases and six fatalities
linked to the disease in the last
24 hours, bringing the infection
count to 97,224 and the death
toll to 1,517, officials said.

Of the fresh cases, 185 were
from the Jammu division and
339 from Kashmir valley, they
said. The officials said Srinagar
district recorded a maximum of
155 new cases, followed by 99 in
Jammu.

The Union Territory has
5,802 active cases of the novel
coronavirus while 89,905
patients have recovered so far,
they said. PTI
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