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. Nowshers in Pekistan’s Khiyber-

- ni include shain Taliban chiefs
- Akhtar Mansoor and Al-Qaeda

NEW DELHI | WEDNESDAY |

SEPTEMBER 5, 2018

world 12

Taliban announces death
of Ja!aiuddm Haqqa

PTI B ISLAMABAD

death was announced by the

fghan Taltkan on Tuesday.
was the founder of the dread-
ed Haggani Netwark which is
Belivved to Be behind 3 cam-

paign of violence thraughout
%::mlsl:m including the 2008
bumhmg of the Indian
Frobassy in Kabu] that killed 58
eaple.

The Alghan Taliban did
1ot share the cxact date of
death or burial of the militant
commander, wha had trans.
ferred the vperational Ieader-
ship of the groop to his son
Sirajuddin Hagqani after the
9711 antack.

= Well known Mujakid,
famous Islamic schelar,
renowned fighter, Jeadur of
Muhajideen, minister of fron-
tiers ‘in (Taliban) Islamic
Emirates and member of
Leadershig (Taliban) Council,
al-Hajj Mullah Jalaluddi
‘Haqganti has died after longill-
ness.” the Afghan Taliban sald
in statement,

He was believed to be in

llﬂuddm Hagqani, whose

in the Indian Subcontinent
leader Asim Umar.

He  brlomged o
Alghanistank Paktika province,
bordering Pakistan, and roseto
prominence during the Afghan
war against Soviet forces in
1980s, He was ap?cintcd as
minister in the Taliban gov-
ernment  that  ruled
Afghanistan in 19%0s.

Talaluddin, who main-
tained his independent position
during the Taliban regime,
enjoyed close ties with
Pakistan’s - Inter
Services [ntel

He also helped Osama bin
Laden to st up terror training
camps in lPhamsl:m and
launch his efforts for glabal

cighties and several Hrines in the
past the news of his death was
circulated but it was not con-
firmed by the militant group.
Jalaluddin studied at t
Darul Uloom Haggania

hhad and maintained “close
nks with al-Qaeda and cther
Arzb militants.
Pnlkfrer‘:p::,’l: Iag:ck and
toppling the Taliban gov-
:rﬁm:nglby the US-led t'nﬁ:nm,
Jalaluddin apparently fled to the
lnw!essml;g region of Pakistan
and re-organised his fighters,
His proup became most
lethal 2nd carried out severa
deadly attacks against US,
NATO and Afghas forces.

 Pakhtunkhwa province - an
- Ishamic serainary dubbed as the
‘University af had' as itsalum-

Mullah Omar and Mullah

7
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The Haql ni network,
belicved to be behind a pom-
ber of kidnappingsand uttacks
against US interests in
Afghanistan, was 2coused of
bombing the Indian mission in
Kabul in 2008 that killed 58
peaple. The awack was belicved
1o bc among the deadlies: in
Kabel since the fall of the
Taliban in 2001,

The attack was believed o
be carried oul at the behest of
the IS1.

The group is accused of
tatgeting the [ndian consulate
in Jatalabad twice in 2007 and
carrying out an attack on the
Indian mission in Kabut in
2009 that killed 17 prople. it
akso carried out several attacks
apainst lodian interests in

hanistan.

Tn 2012, the US designated
the Hagqani network a5 2 ter-
rorist organisation. Three years
latez, Pal rEslan also banned the
Hagqani petwork as part ofits.
Naticnal Action Plan,

The group Is the bone of
contention between Pakistan
and the US gs the latter accuse
thal Haqqani militants were
still using Pakistani soil to
Lnnch attacks - a charge denied

PTLiR ISLAMABAD

¢ Arif Alvi, a close ally of

Prime Minisler !mran
Khan and one of the founding
members of the Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf parly, was
elected as the oew President of
Pakistan Tuesday, as the crick-
eter-mrned.-politician consol-
idated his grip on power.

The 69-year-old former
dentist_defeated Pakistan
Peoples Party candidate Aitzaz
Ahsan and the Pakistan
Muslim Leaguc-N nominee
Maulana Fazl ur Rehman in a
three-way contest te become
the 13th ident.

Of the 430 votes cast viza
secret batlot in the Narional
Assembly and Senate, Ahd
received 212 votes, Rehman
bagged 131 and Ahsen gar-
nered 51; SIX votes were reject-
ed, DawnNews reported, ating
unofficial results.

Alvi sceured 45 of the 50
votes cast by the Balochistan's
newly - lected lowntakers, i 54

In the PPP-dominated
Sindh Assembly, Ahsan got
100 votes, while Alvi bagged 56,
Just a solitary vote was cast in
the favour of Rehman.

T Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Assembly, Alvi recelved 78 of
the total 109 votes, while
Rehman and Ahsan pot 26
and f‘\re wotes respectively.

Arif Alvi elected new
Pakistan President

SR

Alvi said that “from today
Tam not just prusident that was
nominated by the PTI but [ am
the president of the entire
nation and all parties. Each
party has an equal right ot me”,

The newly elected presi-
dent will take oath of the office
on Seplember 9. Oulgoing
President Mamnoon Hosszin's
five-year tenure ends on
September 8.Alvi said he wilt
invite everyone, incuding the
opposition, for the oath-taking
ceremeny.

“My political trugple dates.
back to 1967, since the ime of
Ayub Khan. However, Lbelieve
that this nation has gained
much awareness since. The
president also promises what-
ever is promised in the
Constitutian,” he sid.

Alviis one of the founding
members of PTL He served as

party’s secrelary general
fmm 2006 1o 2013,

He won the Natienal
Assembly elections from NA-
247 (K.'! rachi) dunng the - July 25

| mem-

al
s::nrcd l!{ﬁ votes, whereas
Rehmen and Ahsan reccived
141 and 6 vates reg rcrwely-ls
votcs were rejecte

In lis victory speech, Alvi
thanked Prime Minister Khaa
for nominating "me for such a

Egl ofth: National Assermbly in
the 2053 general election.

In Pakistan, the Presidenr
is considerzd a5 asymbninﬁhe
federation and head of the
state and exercises all pawers
on the recommendations of the

Terrarists must
be purged from
Syria’s Idlib,
says Zarif

Damascus: Trads foreign
ister sajd af the start of a visit
to Damascus an Monday that
“terrorists must be purged”
fram Syrids Jlib and the entire
northwestern province retw

Fo government controf.

Mohammad Javad Zarif's
comments in Damascus were
reported by [ran's semi-official
Fars news agency and came as
Syrian forces and their allies are
premrmE for an assault on
idlib, the last opposition
s‘!mrg!,hold in the country.

“Syrin’s territorial integei
should be safizpuarded and
tribesand groups, as oue soci-
cly. should start recon-
struction process, and the
refugees should return to their
homes,” Zarif said.

He met with Syrian
President Bashar Assad and his
Foreign Minister Walid al-
Mualf’nm who Is just back
from a visit to Mascow. The
visit comes days before the
leaders of Iran, Tackey, and
Russia are expected to meetin
Iran to discuss the situation in
1dlib.

President Donald Trump
on Monday sent a tweet warn-
ing Assad and his ollies against
a “reckless attack” on Idlib
province, "The Russfans and
Tranians would be making a
prave humanftarian mistake
10 take part in this potential
human tragedy. Hundreds of
thousands of le could he
killed. Don't Iglcf]?al happen!”
Trump szid.

Dunng lh:lr me:lmg

Myanmar defends
Suu Kyi's silence

over jailed

YangonA global outery over
the jailing of rwo Reuters jour-
zalists in Myanmar has been
rected with silence by civilian
Fﬂder Anng San Suw By, @
stony respanse that an official
defended Tuesday as a relue-
tance ta criticise the fudiciary.
Journalists Wa Lane, 32,
and Kyaw Sou O, 28, were
arrested while reporring on
atrocities committed during
the violent expulsion by the
military of some 700,000
Rohingya Muslims last year.
A Yamgon court on
Monday found 1hem guilty
under l{e Official Secrets Act
and handed them each seven
years in prison, sparking out-
rage from the UN, EU and US
-~ all_af whom supported
My from

reporters

Reuters jourpalist who now
works for the governmenr as
deputy  Minister  of
Information, defended the
Wobel Laureate’s reticence.

“Criticising the judicial sys-
tem would be tantamount 1o
contempt of court!” he told AFT,
explaining her silence so far, *|
don't think she will do it
Lawyers for the pair will appeal
the verdicr while ulumax:gf the
countrys president, a dose ally
uf Sun Ky, can pardon prison-
ers.ln April the president grant-
ed 8,500 jailed people an
anmesty. indhuding 36 deemed
political prisoners.

Bur there were still some
200 others, including the wo
Reuters junrmalists, facing tri;
Lnked 1o political activities, the
Assaciation for

decades uflunla rule -- as well
as media and rights groups.
Suu Kyi, who was horsell
suh;emd o hnuse arrest for
some | fnreg-
medxa lo higthhl her ply
been widely-condemaed
far her silance an the case and
verdict, which has posed the
sternest test I3 zcent yedrs 1o

Political Prisoners said at the
time.Erstwhile Suu Kyi advo-
<ates overseas have been lefi dis-
mayed by Ner attikide to their
case so farHer one public ref-
crence ko the Reuters jonrmalists
during the court case -- telling
Japanesc broadcaster NHK that
the pair had broken the official
sccrets act - was criticised by

riglts groups for potentially

free speech in the conntry.
prejodicing the verdict.  AFP

Aung Hia Tan, a former
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